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Matsuyoi
Between Imperfection and Perfection
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Finding beauty in imperfection, irregularity, and
impermanence is an aesthetic value that exists uniquely in
Japanese culture. In Japanese hazku poetry, the 14th moon,
which appears the night before the full moon, is esteemed
as Matsnyoi (waiting night). The Japanese hold Matsuyoi as a
night filled with anticipation and hope, revering it as the
time right before the moon must wane. Similarly, the
Japanese believe that when something reaches its peak, it
will inevitably start to decline. The changing of the
seasons and nature embodies a sense of near-perfection
and the notion that there is room for improvement or
growth. The Japanese have developed a preference for this
sensibility, which has resulted in very distinct Japanese
aesthetic. Western aesthetics differ from these principles.
They seek to find beauty in symmetry or balance through
principles like the golden ratio and techniques like
industrial manufacturing, In turn, the products become
harmonious, finite and complete. Artists also have been
exploring the idea of imperfection versus perfection.
Some artists were pulled to one extreme or the other,
while others found comfort exploring the thin line that
distinguishes the competing aesthetics.

In the inaugural exhibition of THE CLUB, we juxtapose
Western and Eastern contemporary art and Asian ceramics
as we explore how artists around the world visualize the
dualities of perfection and imperfection.
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THE CLUB formed by Yukako Yamashita and Charles
Libeert is dedicated to presenting international
contemporary artists rarely seen in Japan. THE CLUB will
focus on organizing group and solo artist exhibitions. It
equally specializes in private sales and advises clients on
their collecting needs. Located in Ginza, the center of
culture and commerce in Tokyo, THE CLUB aims to be a
bridge between the Eastern and Western art worlds,
bolstering interest in artists from around the world.

THE CLUB draws its name from the 8th Street Club, the
influential group of abstract artists founded in NY in 1949.

Leo Castelli famously staged the 9th Street Exhibition in
1951 with many of the Club’s artists, such as Franz Kline,
Jackson Pollock, Willem and Flaine de Kooning, Robert
Motherwell, Joan Mitchell and Robert Rauschenberg.

They invited Daisetz Suzuki, who introduced Zen to
Western society, and the Japanese painter Saburo
Hasegawa to lecture to club members. THE CLUB hopes
to fulfill its role as a crossing point between FEast and West,
and hope it becomes a place to discover, discuss and enjoy
art in all its wonders.
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Born in 1988 in Tokyo. After graduating from Keio University, Yukako
Yamashita completed Master’s degree in Art Business at Sotheby’s
Institute of Art London. From 2011 to 2017, she was in charge of

Contemporary Art at Sotheby’s Japan after interning at Chinese Works

of Art department at Sotheby’s London.
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Charles Libeert, born in Belgium in 1985, began his career in 2007 at
Hauser & Wirth Gallery in London as sales assistant. He moved on to
become sales associate at Lehmann Maupin Gallery and Bortolami
Gallery in NY before moving back to London in 2014 to start the S | 2

Gallery at Sotheby’s, while focusing on private and auction sales.
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